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Press release Paris, 15 November 2013

COPEAM presents its flagship projects to the Committee on
Improving Quality of Life, Exchanges between Civil Societies, and
Culture of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the
Mediterranean (UfM), on 15 November, in Rome, Italy

On Friday 15 November, at Montecitorio Palace in Rome, the President of COPEAM, Mr Mathieu Gallet,
will present the Association’s mission, objectives and flagship projects at a hearing before the
Cultural Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean.

The hearing will be opened by Ms Marina Sereni, Vice-President of the Italian Chamber of Deputies, Ms
Emma Bonino, Italy’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Claudio Cortese, Vice-Secretary General of the UfM,
Mr André Azoulay, President of the Anna Lindh Foundation and Mr Khalid Chaouki, President of the
Committee and the promoter of the hearing.

Mr Gallet will speak during the first session, entitled “Exchange of views on the media, cinema, TV and
artistic productions: the Mediterranean as the cradle of an inclusive culture”. He will illustrate the
role COPEAM plays in enhancing the Mediterranean audiovisual heritage, thanks to the strength of its
network and the quality of the activities carried out within the organisation.

This common effort is reflected in a large number of cooperation initiatives, including Med-Mem,
Terramed Plus and Joussour. These three initiatives are aimed respectively at safeguarding and
enhancing the audiovisual archives of the member broadcasters, promoting the programmes of channels
on the northern and southern shores, while encouraging the emergence of a Mediterranean audience, and
facilitating multilateral coproductions on regional current issues such as the environment.

All the projects have been granted support by the EU, and owe their success to outstanding partnerships,
bringing together a number of organisations on both sides of the Mediterranean. This is why their future
and their sustainability, and indeed the challenges and issues facing the audiovisual sector, are
crucial topics that COPEAM is asking institutions such as the UfM to address as a matter of urgency.
Political support, financial backing, visibility, strengthening the network and developing new partnerships
are thus central to the address by Mathieu Gallet, which will be a plea for the fostering of a common
audiovisual area in the Mediterranean.

Further information is available at: www.copeam.org

About COPEAM:

Founded in Cairo in 1996, COPEAM is now a recognised partner of the executive bodies of European and Arab institutions. Over the
years, it has asserted itself as the “network of networks” in the Mediterranean audiovisual sector. It brings together more than 130
audiovisual companies from 26 countries [1], including the main public broadcasters of the region, as well as the two major
broadcasting unions - the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) and the Arab States Broadcasting Union (ASBU).

[1] Albania, Algeria, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, FYROM, France, Greece, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Mauritania, Montenegro,
Morocco, Palestine, Romania, San Marino, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom.
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